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sequent cerebral amentia, and not congestion as had been thought to be the 
case by some. He therefore applied this deduction to practice and treated 
by electrization of the head a very intelligent patient suffering from a tend¬ 
ency to cerebral congestion, and with very good success. Each electrization, 
whether of the head directly or of the superior cervical ganglion, caused im¬ 
mediate relief. The patient was relieved of his “ cap of lead,” as he ex¬ 
pressed, his sight became better and objects appeared more brightly colored. 
Other cases were similarly benefited. 

A marked tendency to sleep was often observed to follow the application. 
He also found it beneficial in dissipating melancholia in two cases. 

He concludes from these facts that cephalic electrization is indicated in a 
vast number of mental disorders, especially when of recent date. It would 
seem to be a priori indicated in some cases of acute mania. 

We should hesitate to recommend this treatment, except with the utmost 
caution to avoid too strong currents and watch carefully for both good and 
bad effects. 


.Nerve-Stretching in Lktkosy.— Dr. Edward Lawrie has stretched the 
ulnar nerve in thirty cases of anatsthclic leprosy. In every instance the ope¬ 
ration was followed by benefit so far as tlie area supplied by the nerve was 
concerned. (Indian Med. Gazette. Sept., 1878.) (Phil. Med. Times.) k 


The Arsenical Treatment ok Chorea.— Dr. L. C. Gray, Proc. Med. 
Soc. Co. of Kings, Ddfc., 1878, discusses the treatment of some twenty-seven 
cases in his dispensary practice with arsenic. Six of these he was able to 
keep continuously under his observation from the beginning of treatment 
till the entire disappearance of all the symptons. lie used in all cases Fow¬ 
ler’s solution, and as a vehicle Iluxliam’s tincture of cinchona. The doses of 
the Fowler’s solution were three drops ter die after meals in the beginning, 
gradually increasing one drop every second day until there was distinct 
abatement of the disease or slight toxic symptoms. No directions whatever 
were given as to hygiene or food. 

* The average duration of the six cases from the beginning of treatment to 
complete recovery was tw enty-four days, the maximum thirty-eight days, 
the minimum thirteen days, and the average time from the beginning of 
symptoms (as stated by friends) to recovery was fifty-five days, the maxi¬ 
mum one hundred and three days, the minimum twenty-one days. 

Comparing these figures with the results of the expectant treatment, lately 
so much lauded by Drs. Gray and Tuckwell, we have a difference in favor 
of the arsenical treatment of twelve days in the duration of treatment over 
those reported by Gray and Tuckwell, and by Wilks as treated by the ex¬ 
pectant method, even including in these latter, as was not done in the others, 
the duration of the disease before coming under treatment. As a corrobo¬ 
rative evidence of the value of the arsenical treatment, and as agreeing with 
his own figures, he quotes the fact that the average duration of twenty cases 
of chorea thus treated at St. Thomas’ Hospital, London, was 36 days. 
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Periscope. 


The credit of the first suggestion of this treatment, belongs, according to 
Dr. Gray, to Dr. D. M. Reese, of Albany, N. Y., who recommended it 
strongly in 1839, and not as is commonly supposed, to Dr. James Begbie, of 
Edinburg, whose paper was read in 1858. 

A comparison of the arsenical with other forms of treatment led the au¬ 
thor to the following conclusions : First he places arsenic, then sulphate of 
zinc, and next iron, and he thinks the best results would be obtained by a 
judicious combination of two or more of these remedies, with good hygiene 
and a sufficiency of nourishing food. In dispensary practice, of course, this 
last cannot always be relied on, and then the relative value of drugs is a 
matter of importance. 


Bromide of Potassium as a Diuretic. —In the case of a gendarme suffer¬ 
ing from albuminuria and uramiic convulsions, Dr. Soliier administered bro¬ 
mide of potassium in doses of thirty to forty-five grains. Free diuresis was 
produced, between two and three quarts of urine being passed in one night, 
and the albumen, which was previously present iu large quantities, disap¬ 
peared entirely. In three other cases the bromide produced similar diuretic 
effects. Its diuretic action is exerted on healthy persons also. ( CentraM. f. 
Cfiirvrgic.) (jV. I'. Med. Record.) 


Treatment or Hysterical Reflex Neuroses.— Prof. Weber recom¬ 
mends the protracted employment of chloroform inhalations in the treatment 
of obstinate and severe cases of hysterical retlex neuroses of the respiratory 
apparatus when the primary seat of irritation ennuot be discovered and 
treated. He has himself proved the value of the iuhulation in several cases. 
His first case was of a lady with a spasmodic cough that had proved rebel¬ 
lious to all treatmeut; she was cured in eight days by the chloroform inha¬ 
lations, which were administered as often as the cough came on. A child 
with sneezing spasms was cured in three days by the chloroform. Another 
lady with a spasmodic cough wife treated with the same remedy for fourteen 
days, the inhalations bciug administered at first four or five limes, and after¬ 
wards two or three times daily. She was much improved ; the cough only / 
came on after a walk, and the inhalations were only required then. In four 
weeks she was discharged cured ; a subsequent slight relapse was cut short 
by the internal administration of chloroform. In the case of a girl, four¬ 
teen years of age, who suffered from spasms of sneezing, the inhalations 
produced a speedy cure .—Memnrabilten (N. T. Med. Record). 


Quinine Dermaloia. —Prof. II. M. Field, of Dartmouth, in the N. Y. 
Med. Record, Nov. 30, gives the account of a case in which large anti-pe- 
riodic doses of quinine produced in the cutaneous surface great heat, local 
oedema, especially in the face and bands, hyperaesthesia, followed in a few days 
by desquamation. With these symptoms were associated more or less gastric 



